The Problem of Increased^ Earning*
applicants/'9 Thus, interested parties, and thc^e will b*
mainly large industries and firms, would be kept im'oimed
ol' all freight changes that would affect them The Chamber
of Commerce appreciated this, as much simplification
could be effected thereby, but suggested that the Central
Organisation could disseminate news to large centralised
associations such as the Jute, Paper, Cotton and uther
bodies avowedly meant to look to the interests of the parties
concerned. This, they suggested, would save much regis-
tration fees that would be necessary if single parties were
to do so.
Other minor facilities could also be provided, such as
permission to conduct a survey of consignments when they
arrive in a damaged condition. As the practice prevails
now, when a damaged consignment is taken delivery of by
a party, he has to intimate the fact to the Insurance
Company which would send its representatives to verify
his statement. In such a case, there is scope for fraudulent
claims being preferred against the Insurance Companies
since the consignee could pilfer a part of it and then
attribute it to damage in transit. The various Chambers of
Commerce, therefore, felt that, when in doubt, the railway
should allow consignments to be weighed at railway stations
to ascertain the extent of the damage done. To restrict
this privilege to genuine cases alone, a fee should be made
the condition of the use of the railway weighing machines.
This fee would not be refundable in cases where there
has been no loss in weight, A practical difficulty, however,
is that the Insurance representative may not be able to
effect a survey within the time allotted; more so if it were
a way-side station. The question as to who should bear
any demurrage charges must be left to the Insurance
Companies to answer, for normally they themselves ought
to bear them in genuine cases. One way of avoiding
9   Vi&e Bengal Chamber of Commerce Report for 1937, p* 72L
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